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Appl. No. 09/432,498 
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Amdt. filed under 37 CFR 1.111 

AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application: 
Listing of Claims: 



Claim 1 (Previously canceled) 
Claims 2-62 (Currently canceled) 
Claim 63 (Previously canceled) 
Claims 64-71 (Currently canceled) 
Claim 72 (Previously canceled) 



73. (Previously amended) The method of claim 95 wherein the conditions at the 
remote location comprise conditions of a container at the remote location. 

74. (Original) The method of claim 73, wherein the container comprises a waste 
disposal container, the waste disposal container being filled with waste material 
therein. 

75. (Original) The method of claim 74, further comprising the step of emptying the 
waste disposal container, the emptying step being activated by the identifying step. 
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76. (Original) The method of claim 75, wherein the emptying step is accomplished 
by at least one person emptying the waste disposal container. 

77. (Original) The method of claim 75, wherein the emptying step is accomplished 
by routing at least one vehicle to the remote location to empty the waste disposal 
container. 

78. (Previously amended) The method of claim 95, wherein the detecting step 
comprises using remote sensors. 

Claims 79-80 (Canceled) 

81 . (Previously amended) The method of claim 95, wherein the reading step and 
the transmitting step occur in a transmitting module. 

82. (Original) The method of claim 81, further comprising the step of providing a 
first power source to the transmitting module, the first power source having a power 
level. 

83. (Original) The method of claim 82, further comprising the step of measuring the 
power level of the first power source. 

84. (Original) The method of claim 83, further comprising the step of conserving the 
power level of the first power source. 

85. (Original) The method of claim 83, wherein the reading step further comprises 
the step of reading the power level of the first power source. 
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86. (Original) The method of claim 85, further comprising the step of encoding the 
information containing the conditions of the remote location and the power level of 
the first power source. 

87. (Original) The method of claim 86, further comprising the step of delaying the 
transmitting step, the delaying step allowing all circuitry of the transmitting module to 
be powered up and stable. 

88. (Original) The method of claim 87, wherein the transmitting step occurs over an 
RF link. 

89. (Previously amended) The method of claim 95, wherein the receiving step, the 
selectively processing step, the calling step and the conveying step all occur in a 
base module. 

90. (Original) The method of claim 89, wherein the receiving step further comprises 
the step of decoding the information received from the transmitting step. 

91 . (Original) The method of claim 89, further comprising the step of providing a 
second power source to the base module, the second power source comprising a 
power level. 

92. (Original) The method of claim 91, further comprising the step of reporting 
conditions at a close proximity to the base module. 
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93. (Original) The method of claim 91 , wherein the conditions at the close proximity 
to the base module comprise conditions of a container at the close proximity to the 
base module. 

94. (Original) The method of claim 91 , wherein the conditions at the close proximity 
to the base module comprise the power level of the second power source. 

95. (Previously amended) A method of monitoring conditions at a remote location, 
comprising the steps of: 

(a) detecting the conditions at the remote location; 

(b) reading the conditions at the remote location; 

(c) transmitting information regarding the conditions at the remote 
location; 

(d) receiving the transmitting information; 

(e) selectively processing the transmitted information to determine which 
of a list of pre-programmed telephone numbers to call; 

(f) calling the pre-programmed telephone number; 

(g) conveying the information; and 

(h) identifying the remote location of the call, 
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wherein the selectively processing step comprises the steps of: 

(a) firstly verifying the information received by the receiving step; 

(b) secondly verifying the information received by the reporting step; 

(c) matching a condition with a telephone number from the list of pre- 
programmed telephone numbers, the condition being verified by the 
firstly verifying step and the secondly verifying step; and 

(d) sending the information regarding the condition to the calling step, and 

wherein the firstly verifying step comprises the step of waiting for two 
consecutive transmissions of the same information from the transmitting step, the 
waiting step ensuring that the transmissions comprise valid information. 

96. (Previously canceled) 

97. (Original) The method of claim 95, wherein the secondly verifying step 
comprises the step of maintaining the reported information at high or low state for at 
least three seconds, the maintaining step ensuring that the information from the 
reporting step is valid. 
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98. (Original) The method of claim 95, wherein the matching step comprises the 
steps of: 

(a) firstly matching the condition obtained fromt he receiving step and the 
reporting step with one of a plurality of switch inputs; and 

(b) secondly matching the condition with the telephone number from the 
list of pre-programmed telephone numbers. 

99. (Original) The method of claim 98, wherein the firstly matching step comprises 
the step of matching one of the switch inputs with the condition as follows: 

(a) matching switch input 1 with the condition that the container is 1/4 full; 

(b) matching switch input 2 with the condition that the container is 1/2 full; 
and 

(c) matching switch input 3 with the condition that the container is 3/4 full. 

100. (Original) The method of claim 98, further comprising the step of indicating 
each condition matched by the matching step, the indicating step allowing human 
operators to supervise the matched conditions. 
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101. (Original) The method of claim 100, wherein the indicating step comprises the 
steps of: 

(a) firstly indicating at a distance from the base module each condition 
matched by the matching step, the firstly indicating step allowing 
human operators to supervise the matched conditions at a distance 
from the base module; and 

(b) secondly indicating at a close proximity to the base module each 
condition matched by the matching step, the secondly indicating step 
allowing human operators to supervise the matched conditions at a 
close proximity to the base module. 

Claims 102-103 (Currently Canceled) 

104. (Currently amended) The method of claim 95, further comprising the step of 
detecting whether a telephone line used by the calling step is off-hook. 

105. (Original) The method of claim 104, wherein the off-hook detecting step 
comprises the steps of: 

(a) generating one of a positive and negative voltage change using a 

plurality of diodes, whereby a positive voltage change represents that 
the telephone line is on-hook and a negative voltage change 
represents that the telephone line is off-hook; 
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(b) Detecting the voltage change with a plurality of discrete circuits; 



(c) indicating the voltage change with a light emitting diode, whereby a lit 
light emitting diode indicates a negative voltage change and a dim light 
emitting diode indicates a positive voltage change; and 

(d) relaying the voltage change to the first processing step. 
Claims 106-107 (Previously canceled) 
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